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Minutes of the 828th meeting of Toft Parish Council

Held on Monday 1 September 2025 in The People’s Hall, Toft at 7.00 pm
Present: Councillors: M Yeadon (Chairman), A Coghlan, E Darbyshire, B Harris, G Harrison, E Miles and S Tebbit.
In attendance: 3 members of the public and Mrs A Griffiths (Minutes Secretary, LGS Services) 
Public participation on agenda items and matters of mutual interest (includes reports from County and District Councillors and representation by members of the public)

A resident asked whether the Parish Council was automatically informed of any criminal activity in the village. Another resident expressed concerns that thefts and burglaries had occurred. Cllr Yeadon replied that the Council was not automatically informed but crime reports were published on the Police website. 
A resident asked whether Highways could ask people in School Lane to cut their hedges back. The Parish Council had reported several hedges to CCC, and a note had been placed in the Calendar to ask residents to be considerate to their neighbours with regard to hedges, bonfires and dog mess. A notice is also to be placed on the  notice board and on the Parish Council’s website

Hedge clippings had been left behind at the end of Hardwick Road. Cllr Darbyshire will check whether there is anything that can be done.

1.
Apologies for absence and declaration of interests 
1.1
To approve written apologies and reasons for absence 
None.
1.2
To receive declarations of interests from councillors on items on the agenda
None.
1.3
To receive written requests for dispensations and to grant any dispensations 

None.
2.
To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 7 July 2025
RESOLVED that the minutes of 7 July 2025 be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. (Prop MY, 2nd EM, unanimous)
3.
To consider any matters arising from the last or a previous meeting including
3.1
(Open) Overgrown cycleway – to consider response from County Councillor if received

RESOLVED to chase for a response.

3.2
(3.1) Finding Fitness – update on responses received from residents and next steps

Cllr Tebbit reported on the scheme and its operation. It was noted that the Parish Council would not be able to claim back VAT. The next stage was to seek community support for the climbing wall. 


RESOLVED that Cllr Miles will place a notice on the website and in the Calendar seeking feedback in order to gauge the level of support or if there are any objections.


RESOLVED that Cllr Tebbit should circulate the information to Councillors.

3.3
(3.3) Street light survey – to consider maps/locations

RESOLVED that this item to be deferred to the next meeting.

3.4
(3.4) Recreation Ground tree survey – to consider quotations received
RESOLVED, having considered three quotations, to accept the quote from Acacia Tree Surgery for the Priority A trees only, for the sum of £775.00 plus VAT. Cllr Tebbit left the meeting at 7.25 pm. (Prop MY, 2nd EM, carried with 6 in favour and 1 abstention)
RESOLVED to consider the Priority B and C trees in two years’ time, and obtain an updated survey and revised quotations. 

3.5
(3.6) Dogs running loose in sheep field – to consider wording for signage
RESOLVED to approve the wording drafted by Cllr Miles, which will be circulated to members.

RESOLVED that Cllr Darbyshire should check with the landowner seeking permission to erect three signs around the field, and look into the design and format of the signs.

Cllr Tebbit re-joined the meeting.

3.6
(3.7) Musical equipment action – update
RESOLVED to note Cllr Yeadon’s report that the cost of softer mallets would be £100.00.

A discussion took place about the possibility of erecting an enclosure around the equipment to create a sound barrier. 

RESOLVED not to purchase new mallets at this stage but to investigate whether they and the drums could be modified to produce a quieter sound.

RESOLVED that Cllrs Yeadon and Harrison should carry out a site meeting to look into the suggestions made, and to defer this item to the next meeting.
3.7
(4.1) CAPALC – To consider AGAR Assertion 10 and requirement for IT policy

RESOLVED that the Chairman should discuss the requirements with the Clerk. 

3.8
(5.2) Youths on motorcycles – to consider response from Comberton Parish Council

RESOLVED, having considered some examples of recent dangerous manoeuvres undertaken by some motorcyclists, and the absence of helmets or sound muffling, to accept the invitation from Comberton Parish Council to discuss their experiences and how the situation could be handled. 

RESOLVED to inform Comberton Parish Council that Cllrs Darbyshire and Tebbit would be interested in having a Teams/Zoom meeting to discuss the matter further.


RESOLVED that details of the Police Liaison meetings should be forwarded to Cllr Tebbit.

3.9

(6.1.2) 25/00193/FUL – Land North of the B1046, Toft – Change of use of land and the siting of 5 glamping pods
RESOLVED to object to the application on the grounds that the site is in the Green Belt and outside the village boundary. (Prop MY, 2nd GH, unanimous)
3.10
(7.8) Hedgehog Day funds – update

RESOLVED to note Cllr Miles’s report that the sum of £75.00 had been sent to the Hedgehog Hospital, who had suggested a good release site in the village. Some baby hedgehogs had been rescued. Cllr Miles is looking into the purchase of wildlife cameras with the remaining funds.
3.11
(7.11) New public notice board for the Birdlings – to consider specification, size, location

RESOLVED to contact the Birdlings management company again to ask for an update both about the proposed community notice board and another waste bin.
3.12
(4.8 of 9.6.25) To consider the grassing of the QPJ area

The Chairman reported that he hoped to obtain a price for the next meeting.
4.
To consider correspondence received since the last meeting requiring the Council’s attention
4.1
CCC – Local Nature Recovery Strategy Consultation (deadline 11.9.25)

RESOLVED that Cllr Coghlan should draft a response and circulate it to members for comment before it is submitted.
4.2
Stratagem – offer to donate items to the Christmas appeal

RESOLVED to note that the volunteers had spread the bark in the playground, tidied up encroaching grass and cleaned the signs. It had been suggested that gifts be donated to the Christmas Tree festival at the Church and the Chairman will put them in touch with the organisers.
4.3
SCDC – Draft Cambridgeshire Supplementary Planning Documents Consultation (deadline 17/10/25)

RESOLVED to make no response.

4.0.4
New SCDC Liaison Officer


RESOLVED, noting the role of SCDC Liaison Officer, that Cllr Yeadon should respond.
5.
Finance, Procedure and risk assessment and use of delegated powers
5.1
To consider the finance report and approve the payment of any bills 
RESOLVED to receive the financial report and check the invoices and bank statements before the payments were approved, plus MD Landscapes (Grass cutting) £525.00 and Toft People’s Hall (Room hire) £15.00. (Prop MY, 2nd ST, unanimous)
	Salaries
	
	£512.86

	MD Landscapes 
	Grass cutting
	£525.00

	LGS Services
	Admin support
	£528.02

	LGS Services
	Admin support
	£499.39

	SCDC
	Replacement Topsy bins
	£1503.90


5.2
To receive play inspection reports and consider any work required

Cllr Harris reported that all was in order. The wet pour surface is to be swept.

5.3
To consider any matter which is urgent because of risk or health and safety and relates to Council property

A resident had reported that someone had tried to move the bench beyond the allotments. The Chairman had re-fixed this. Cllr Miles will check whether it is still secure and the Chairman will look again at the fixings. 

The Chairman reported that he had asked a local handyman to secure the xylophone.

6.
To consider any Planning or Tree works applications or related items received

6.1
Planning applications received – to be considered
6.1.1 
24/02174/CONDA – 66 School Lane – Submission of details required by condition 3 (zinc cladding) of planning permission 24/02174/HFUL


Noted.

6.2
Planning applications for which a response has been made between meetings using delegated powers – to be noted

None.
6.3
SCDC planning decision notices and appeal notifications and applications for information only
6.3.1
25/02047/CLUED – Bennell Farm, West Street – Certificate of Lawfulness under S191 to confirm the implementation of the planning permission granted by Appeal Decision ref: APP/W0530/W/21/328650 (LPA ref 20/01992/FUL) – Certificate granted by SCDC..
6.4
Tree works applications 
6.4.1
25/0877/TTCA – St Andrew’s Parish Church

RESOLVED that the Parish Council has no objections.

7.
Members items and reports for information only unless otherwise stated

7.1
Village Maintenance
Cllr Yeadon reported that he had carried out repairs to the Church Cottage ramp, replaced the catch on the Recreation Ground gate twice, watered the new rowan tree, fitted the MVAS solar panels, re-fixed the bench at the Drift, replaced a damaged sign, replaced a bulb in the bus shelter, put up the dogs on leads signs and installed the new slide at the Recreation Ground. 

Stratagem had spread the bark and cleaned signs.

7.0.1
East West Rail

The Chairman reported that Cambridge Approaches were holding a meeting with East West Rail and Pippa Heylings MP. A formal invitation will be sent this week.

RESOLVED that Cllrs Yeadon and Coghland should attend. 

7.2
Highways
Cllr Darbyshire reported:
· An unauthorised sign on Comberton Road had been removed.

· Bags of waste left on the High Street for two years had been reported to SCDC. 

· Overhead wires tangled in trees on Brookside had been reported to CCC, who had said this was the landowner’s responsibility. As their contact details were not known, Cllr Darbyshire had reported this to UK Power Networks online. She had agreed to be present if they come to carry out an inspection.
· She had emailed Comberton Village College regarding the condition of the cycle path between Toft and Comberton and suggesting that they liaise to urge CCC to take action quickly.

· Cllr Darbyshire will chase up a number of reports made on the CCC website.

7.3
Toft People’s Hall
Nothing to report. 
7.4
Footpaths
Cllr Harris reported that people were leaving gates open and horses had escaped.
RESOLVED that Cllr Miles will seek clarification from CCC about whose responsibility the gates are and what can be done.

7.5
Defibrillator report
Cllr Tebbit has notified the appropriate authorities of the transfer of responsibility for the defibrillator. She had asked about training and was recording checks on the website.
7.6
Birdlings liaison
Cllr Coghlan raised a query made by a resident of the Birdlings who had asked about the closure of footpaths due to the railway. It was noted that details of all footpaths would be shown when the next consultation came out. 
It was suggested that Cllr Coghlan sign up to the weekly update for the Social Club and adds the details to Facebook.

7.7
Lot Meadow
Nothing to report.
7.8
Methodist Church update
Cllr Yeadon reported that the Methodist Church had now closed. He had convened a meeting of interested parties to consider what the village would like to do and the group had expressed a wish to keep the options open, possibly for community use.
Cllr Yeadon had submitted an application to SCDC for designation of the Methodist Church as an Asset of Community Value. The new superintendent was aware that the Parish Council was interested and Cllr Yeadon was hoping to meet them. Some of the activities previously held at the Methodist Church were transferring to the People’s Hall.

7.0.9
Bonfire night
In response to a question about Bonfire Night, the Chairman explained that this used to be organised by a resident, not the Parish Council. A new site with more open space was being sought but this was not something that the Parish Council would become involved with.
7.0.10
Communal barbecue
Cllr Harrison asked whether the Parish Council would be prepared to cover the cost of expenses for materials he had incurred in repairing a communal barbecue which was not owned by the Parish Council. He was advised to write to the Clerk about the matter.
8.
Closure of meeting
There was no further business and the meeting closed at 8.58 pm.
Signed   …………………………………….Chairman    ……………………date.
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